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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the application filed 06/29/2001 . Claims 
1-30 are pending. Claims 1-30 Represent METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
MANAGEMENT OF LOGICAL NETWORKS FOR MULTIPLE CUSTOMERS 
WITHIN A NETWORK MANAGEMENT FQAMEWORK 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-8,11-18,21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable over Hamner et al. US Patent No 5960439. 

Hamner teaches the invention substantially as claimed includes managing 
a computer network where logical devices where management tasks are 
performable upon the devices (See abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Hamner teaches a method of a management of a distributed 
data processing system, wherein the distributed data processing system is 
managed on behalf plurality of management customers, the method comprising: 
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representing the distributed data processing system as a set of scopes, 
wherein a scope comprises a logical organization network-related objects (see 
abstract figs 1-2a, 2b f col 3 lines 40 -67 hamner disclosed data based represent 
network map wherein view logical devices and groups and their task). 

associating each scope with a management customer, wherein each 
scope is uniquely assigned a management customer, wherein each scope is 
uniquely associated with a set configuration parameters for managing each 
scope;(see abstract, figs 1 , -2a, 2b, col 4, Hamner disclosed Network map in 
logical view devices can be organized in device groups, which user definable) 

managing the distributed data processing system as set logical networks, 
wherein a logical network comprises a set of scopes, uniquely assigned to a 
management customer (see fig 1-3 col 5; col 7, Hanmer disclosed database 
provide logical structure of network devices which are definable on based user) 

allowing an administrative user to dynamically reconfigure logical networks 
within the distributed data processing system (see col 5 lines 25-30, Hanmer 
disclosed In logical view where Administrator can arrange derives in different way 
to provide most useful way to present network organization). 

In reference to claim 2, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1, where 
dynamically reconfiguring the distributed data processing system to introduce a 
new scope by logically dividing a pre-existing scope. (See fig 2A,2B,col 4, 
Humner disclosed Network map in logical view where devices can be organized 
into various device groups). 
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In reference to claim 3, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 2, wherein 
the new scope is introduced without physically introducing a new network, 
system, or endpoint to the distributed data processing system (See col 7 lines 
43-76; col 8-1-45, Hanmer disclosed In the database network graph where new 
nodes are inserted.) 

In reference to claim 4, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1 , wherein 
dynamically reconfiguring the distributed data processing system by logically 
moving scope between management customers (see col 5 lines 36-39; col 7 
lines 1-40, Hanmer disclosed determined periodically to user logical configuration 
of the network and store configuration on the database). 

In reference to claim 5,15,25 Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1, 
wherein 

dynamically reconfiguring the distributed data processing system to introduce a 
new management customer (see col 8-1-45, Hanmer disclosed In the database 
(PNM) where new nodes are inserted.) 

In reference to claim 6, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 5, wherein 
customer is introduced without physically introducing a new network, system, 
endpoint the distributed data processing system. (see col Hanmer disclosed In 
the PNM manger on a front end of database network graph where new nodes 
are inserted). 



In reference to claim 7, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1, wherein 
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dynamically discovering endpoints, systems, networks within the distributed data 
processing system;( See col 7 lines 43-76; col 8-1-45, Hanmer disclosed 
discovery manger maintained information about network graph where new nodes 
are inserted). 

correspondingly representing endpoints, systems, networks the distributed 
data processing system as a set of endpoint objects, system objects, and 
network objects (see fig 5 col 7 lines 1-40, Hanmer disclosed network database 
where objects has objects types or multiple links). 

logically organizing the endpoint objects, system and network objects 
within set of scopes, wherein each system object, and each network object is 
uniquely assigned to a scope such that scopes do not logically overlap. (See fig 
1-5 col 7 lines1-40, Hanmer disclosed database where physical components and 
logical component link to each other in table). 

In reference to claim 8, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 7,wherein 
dynamic discovery is limited to a scope assigned to a particular management 
customer. (See Figs 1-4, col 6 lines 50-67; col 6 lines 1-30, Humner disclosed 
network can be polled automatically where discover manger where user can be 
user defined). 

Claims 11-18,21-28 do not teach or define any new limitations above 
claims 1-8 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 
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4. Claims 9-10,19,20,29,30, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hamner et al. US Patent No. 5960439 in view of Srinivasan et 
al. (US Patent No.5548506 hereinafter. 

Hamner teaches the invention substantially as claimed includes managing a 
computer network where logical devices where management tasks are 
performable upon the devices (See abstract). 

In reference to claim 9, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1 . 
Hamner fails to teach determining whether to allow a reconfiguration operation 
requested by an administrative user in accordance with security authorization 
parameters associated with an administrative user. 

However Srinivasan teach (Auto Multi Project server software) where separate 
files containing authorization where project leader create new project required 
authorization (See col 7 lines 120-30). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Hanmer in the view of 
Srinivasan add security authorization on logical view in network map database 
to allow authorization to administrator. 

In reference to claim 10, Hamner teaches the method as in claim 1, 
wherein limiting reconfiguration operations requested by an administrative 
user to scopes assigned to a particular management customer. (See col 5 lines 
25-30, Hanmer disclosed In logical view where user definable list and 
Administrator can arrange devices in different way to provide most useful way to 
present network organization). 
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Claims 19,20,29,30 do not teach or define any new limitations above 
claims 9-10 and therefore is rejected for similar reasons. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Farooque Ahmed whose telephone number is 
703-605-4212. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 to 5:00 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308-7562. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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